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1. The following are tae known facts concerning an unidentified 
“target! tracked by Detachnext 4, 3903d Bs Groxp, doned at Gra 
City “sngineer ERODE Grant te ois FLLis Bea on the 


merit’ \ 


a. Aircraft 8995 was cleared from the IP of Jacksonville, 
Tllinois, pressure altitude of 29,009 feat, at a range of about 75 miles 
fron the 235 site, on a true course of 180° at about 2230 hours UST. 


be Ground-to-air rafar contact was establi 
over the IP at wiich tine the range and agimath of 
nov Aly the angle of elevation in wils appeared to a 
of thé airereft cleared for the run and the approzc 
as reported by the cleared aircraft. | 


ed with a "target" 
t" angeared 


£ the “target* vas 


Ce The "target" was locked in automatic tracking at about 
forty miles from the site, at which tine an altitude check was possible; 
an altitude of 18,909 feet was read by use of a doubler control in the 
altitude circuit. Due to the fact that the proyress of the "bt 
along the rm up to the tonatic tracking range appearcd normal 
assumed that the X-2 al doubler c j% was inop vr: ablve. 


PR eens 


» it vas 


a. The "ta nued to progress ab 2 normal ground speed 
and ding to the % area until a or y tyenty miles 
fraa the site, except for the questionable aliiinde SS. 


e. At about tuenty miles f 
its speed and turned to a new heading 
cescending. 


rom the cite, the "tarret" 


of about 197° degrees and beca 


£. During the tim 
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h., During the tuenty-five seco‘ 
in e»ornded s setbings of the olobtin 
trined a heading of about 197° & 


the "tarcet4 was pilot* 
b. t " et" yo 
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gracnal chs to the west war lest ten seco of 
he vlot, showing a he: of 
| 
i. Radar contact wac made with the "4%: after the plot 
and jt headed cast at an altitute of about 30,000 # feet, epproxtine bing | 


| using tie > Site. 


thet of the aire 


2. Imnediate checks were m on the 235 ub, ¢ 
determined that the equipment was ope rabing no lay, ti ehon, 
incident could not be credited to the gromni rador. 


3e Tt is ¢ ted that the "target" was trave 
speed of 1090 miles ver hour during its plobhed dev 
component of its soeed registered 92h mites por hor. 


tal 


he It is assuned that the "tarcet" wac en airersft 
on its ran; that at aboul twenty miles fron tie Site iy ta 
and descomed ceross St. Lonis; 
its ceccent and decsler xting at th 
new level heading. 


5. Mo wind inforation yas available 
high altitudes, but air mass movement 
neighborhood of 70 » xr how from 2609, 
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1. The incident reported es happening at Granite City, Tllinels, 13 Feb 5°, esnnot | 
ba fizmly evaluated. Fovever, since the target appeared to be normak uitil the radar 
tracking equipmeat was switched to an expanded scale for a 25 second pertod, 1b oopaeus 
very likely that there was some walfunctioning of the radarg although the report states 
that immediate checks of the RSS cquipment determined that the redar treeker vas 
operating rormally. It is very Coudtful that additional data obtained at this lvte date 
vould be of value in evaluating this target unless similar bappeaings have been ccoers | 
toneed since 13 Feb 52. | 

——s 

2. The radar @ata contained in the report from Carswell AVS, Gated 13 Teb 53, 1s 
nob sufficient for analyals purposes. Yor instance, there ig no indleatlou tuas sie 
targets observed on the AtG<41 raday were moving tarveta. Wha veather data submtssed 
indicates that there vas a tenperature inversion sod a moisture lapse at about the time 
of the incident. This weather condition could couse radar ground clutter olsnaals to 
epgear sbove the horizoa, although the report states that a cheek inddeated that ro 
ground yeturn signals were received, 


3. The following information is in reply to paragraph 4 of Comment Mo. 1: 


"The properties of the atuosphers which Cotermine the refractive index (bending) 
‘ond which changs vith height ave teuperature, pressure, end nolsture coabens. 


"fucessive refraction oceurs when there is a repid Cserease of boleture with 
hoicht (nolsture lapse) ond, to 2 lesser degree, woen there is a ranld inerease of 
temperature with height (temperature Inversion). The most pronounced cases of excessive 
refraction occur when bota of these conditions prevail et the came tine." 
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EXTRACT FROM SYATUS REPORT #6 


“DATE: 13 Feb 52 
TIME (Local): Unknown 
LCCATLON: Granito City, “ui. 


LNOTH OF TIE OBSERVED: Unimowa’ 


SOUR: Unimovn : 
SPEED: liigh = up to 1090 MPH 
ALTITUDE: 20,000! 
KEADIG: Varied 

SOURCE: Radar Crow 

ACTION OR COMMNTS: Pending 


DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT: itad 
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r Bomb Scoring 
attenpting to score bomb run. 


Group ebserved um 
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DATE: 28 Feb 5: 
TIME (Local): “ot BR ported 

LOCATION: Granite City, Ti. 

LENGTH OF TIME OBSERVED: “ol, feportod 
SOUND? Untio.m 

SPEED? iid: up te 1,090 mt 

ALTITUDE: = 000! 

HEADING? yo pied 

SOURCE: pacoy Grow 

ACTION OR COMMENTS: Checked with “leebrouies Beane’ 
DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT: 
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